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Article  appearing  in  Tokyo  Asohi  Shimbun.  dated  26  c/ur*, 

Third  Nation  Interfering  with  National  Policy  will  be  fcub?ec« 
to  Decisive  Measures  in  Accordance  with  Imperial  Ways  Army 
Minister  Demand  for  National  Unit. 


On  the  25th  at  4*00  p.m.  War  Minister  HATA  called  together  all  the 
officers  of  the  War  Ministry,  including  Vice-Minister  ANMU  and  in  a  coun¬ 
cil  room  of  the  Ministry  delivered  important  and  noteworthy  instructions 
concerning  the  current  situation.  Although  the  instruction  ended  after 
only  twenty  minutes,  it  made  strong  mention  of  War  Minister  HATA's  mind, 
and  the  attitudes  to  be  adopted  by  the  Army,  regarding  the  new  party  move¬ 
ment  that  is  going  to  materialize  rapidly  on  the  occasion  of  Prince  KONOYE's 
resignation  as  President  of  the  Privy  Council  and  regarding  a  change  in 
our  diplomatic  policy  concerning  the  European  situation  which  is  being 
advocated  by  a  part  of  our  nation.  War  Minister  HATA  made  it  clear  that 
the  Army's  policy,  for  coping  with  changing  and  imminent  situations  at  home 
9nd  abroad  consists  of  two  points*  the  first,  to  advance  toward  a  ra¬ 
tional  and  effective  solution  of  the  Chino  Incident;  the  second,  to 
bring  about  a  political  organization  having  a  real  national  unity  by 
affecting  the  reform  and  strengthening  of  internal  wartime  organization. 

As  to  the  new  party  movement,  he  demanded  the  self-restraint  of  all 
officers  in  the  Ministry,  stating  that  they  must  at  ihih  Juncture  be 
especially  careful  of  their  speech  and  action  in  order  that  the  Army's 
true  intention  may  not  by  any  chance  be  erroneously  reported.  Further¬ 
more,  he  stated*  "It  ia  most  desirable  that  a  political  organization 
having  real  national  unity  come  into  existence,  "and  called  for  ita 
smooth  development,  thereby  expressing  the  Army's  attitude  toward  this 
problem.  As  to  diplomatic  problems,  War  Minister  HATA  made  clear  the 
Army's  fundamental  attitude,  stating  as  follows;  In  the  disposition 
of  the  China  Incident,  the  present  international  situation  is  indeed 
taking  a  favorable  turn  and  may  be  considered,  so  to  speak,  a  golden 
opportunity.  Consequently,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  we  must  not  be¬ 
come  a  target  for  criticism  of  future  generations  by  idly  hesitating  at 
this  opportunity.  Although  the  policy  ia  that  0  third  nation  interfer¬ 
ing  with  out  carrying  out  of  the  Incident  will  be  subject  to  decisive 
measures,  even  the  slightest  actions  of  the  Empire  should  bo  firmly  based 
on  justice  and  aimed  at  fair  diplomatic  development.  Fesort  to  political 
ohicanery  even  in  the  slightest  degree  should  be  taboo.  It  ia  very  signi¬ 
ficant  that  throughput  the  instructions  Hot  Minister  HATA,  aa  the  highest 
responsible  person  in  military  administration  and  a  senior  member  of  mili¬ 
tary  circles,  while  stating  his  own  mental  attitude  in  regard  to  the  pre-  '« 
send  bewildering  situation,  on  the  other, hand,  made  mention  of  the  Army's 
fundamental  attitude  for  coping  with  this  internal  and  external  situation. 
The  contents  of  the  instruction  comprise  the  following  five  paints* 


(Photo  Insert  War  Minister  HATA) 


\ 


1.  Although  there  are  many  and  various  items  which  should  .v;  J  • 
cussed  by  the  Array  for  coping  with  the  endlessly  changing  situations  ir. 
the  world,  whet  you  must  remember  is  both  a  “rational  and  effective  solu 
tion  of  the  China  Incident  and  the  reform  and  strengthening  of  internal 
wartime  organization.*  Bearing  this  constantly  in  mind,  you  must  search 
for  proper  measures  3nd  take  a  broad  view  of  world  situations. 


2.  The  present  international  situation  is  developing  favorably  from 
the  standpoint  of  perfect  execution  of  the  state  affairs  of  the  Empire.  ’ 

It  ia  needless  to  say  that  this  opportunity  must  not  be  missed  and  that 
a  third  nation  interfering  with  the  accomplishment  of  cur  national 
policy,  without  understanding  out  just  and  fair  assertion,  will  tie  sub¬ 
ject  to  decisive  measures.  You  must  not  incur  blame  for  losing  a 
golden  opportunity  by  vainly  listening  to  the  words  of  pedants.  However, 
even  the  slightest  actions  of  the  Empire  should  be  based  on  the  greet 
spirit  of  the  Imperial  V7ay;  opposing  justice  ani  resorting  to  political 
chicanery  should  be  strictly  taboo. 

3»  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that,  in  the  present  stage  of  disposition 
of  the  Incident,  the  Army  must  be  the  driving  force  in  the  execution  of 
various  policies  for  its  solution.  In  view  of  its  grave  responsibility, 
the  Army  mist  become  strongly  unified,  and  there  must  be  no  disagreement 
in  Army  statements  between  high  and  lev;  ns  well  os  between  colleagues. 


k*  Strengthening  of  internal  organization  ha3  been  ray  desire  since  I 
assumed  ray  office,  and  at  every  opportunity  I  have  demanded  that  this  be 
realized.  It  is  most  desirable  that  a  political  organization  having  real 
national  unity  come  into  existence.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  new 
party  movement  and  vorious  other  movements  of  late  which  aim  at  the  strong 
thening  of  internal  political  organization.  Itoreover,  there  are-  ninny 
people  who  went  to  knot  what  intention  is  entertained  by  the  Army;  if  by. 
any  chance  the  Array's  true  intention  should  be  erroneously  reported,  it  is 
feered  that  unexpected  results  would  be  produced  end  smooth  development  in 
strengthening  the  internal  organization  would  be  hampered.  Therefore,  you 
must  pay  deep  attention  to  your  speech  and  action. 


5.  The  duties  of  each  bureau  and  section,  along  with  the  development 
of  the  Incident  and  the  sudden  change  in  the  international  situation,  have 
become  complex  and  various.  Although  it  is  very  hard  to  work  during  this 
hot  season,  I  hope  you  will  exert  yourselves  all  the  more  to  maintain  .-Mili¬ 
tary  discipline,  i-aise  morale,  and  accomplish  the  Array's  duty  through  close 
cooperation  between  high  and  low  as  well  aa  between  colleagues. 
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STATSI.SJ7T  OF  SOUPCE  AND  AUTHENTIC 


I,  3AKA1.0T0 ,  j-r.nmi  hereby  certify  that  I  era  officially  connected 
with  the  ASAHI  8HIKBUN  in  the  following  capacity*  Chief  of  the  Investi¬ 
gation  Seat ion  and  that  as  suoh  efficial  I  have  custody  of  the  document 
hereto  attached  consisting  of  1  page,  dated  26  June.  1940.  and  described 


as  follows* 


Signed  at  Tekyo  on  this 
2nd  day  of  October.  191*7 


Signature  of  Official 


Witness*  /a 


Official  Capacity 


I,  HENRY  SHIMOJIMA,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with  the 
General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied  Powers,  < 
that  the  above  certification  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  signed 
offioial  of  the  ASAHI  SHIMEUN  in  the  conduct  of  ray  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
2nd  day  of  October  191*7 


Witness i  Johnson  P.  llinree 


Official  Capacity 
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